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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1. Applicant's arguments, filed 04/10/2006, with respect to claims have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Claim 17 had canceled. Claim 1-16 and 18- 
19 are currently pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-16 and 18-19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Gilkes et al. (Pub. No: 20020180640) in view of Shin et al. (U.S. 5687171). 

Regarding claim 1, Shin et al. disclose a system for locating a mobile unit including: 
means for transmitting a first signal at a relatively high power (fig. 6, [0042] to [0046]); means 
for transmitting a second signal at a predetermined, relatively low power (fig. 6, [0042] to 
[0046]); means for receiving said second signal (fig. 6, [0042] to [0046]); means for determining 
a second signal strength of said second received at received at said means for receiving said 
second signal (fig. 6, [0042] to [0046]);means for determining whether said second signal 
strength exceeds a relatively high threshold level so as to locate the mobile unit within a known 
distance of said means for transmitting said second signal (fig. 6, [0042] to [0046]). However, 
Gilkes et al. do not disclose means for receiving said first signal; means for determining a first 
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signal strength of said first signal at said means for receiving said first signal; means for 
determining whether said first signal strength exceeds a relatively low threshold level so as to 
determine whether service may be provided. 

In the same field of endeavor, Shin et al. disclose means for receiving said first signal 
(col. 3 lines 2-4; and col. 3, line 42 to col. 4, line 13); means for determining a first signal 
strength of said first signal at said means for receiving said first signal (col. 3 lines 2-4; and col. 
3, line 42 to col. 4, line 13); means for determining whether said first signal strength exceeds a 
relatively low threshold level so as to determine whether service may be provided (col. 3 lines 2- 
4; and col. 3, line 42 to col. 4, line 13). 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify the wireless communication system of Gilkes et al. by specifically 
including means for receiving said first signal; means for determining a first signal strength of 
said first signal at said means for receiving said first signal; means for determining whether said 
first signal strength exceeds a relatively low threshold level so as to determine whether service 
may be provided, as taught by Shin et al., the motivation being in order to allocate radio channels 
through the measurement of the strength of reverse link signals. 

Regarding claim 2, the combination of Gilkes et al. and Shin et al. disclose all the 
limitation in claim 1. Further, Gilkes et al. disclose a system wherein said relatively high power 
is at least 0 dBm (fig. 6, [0042] to [0046]). 

Regarding claim 3, the combination of Gilkes et al. and Shin et al. disclose all the 
limitation in claim 1. Further, Gilkes et al. disclose a system wherein said relatively high power 
is at least 6 dBm, 13 dBm or 20 dBm (fig. 6, [0042] to [0046]). 



Application/Control Number: 10/522,701 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2617 

Regarding claim 4, the combination of Gilkes et al. and Shin et al. disclose all the 
limitation in claim 1 . Further, Gilkes et al. disclose a system said relatively low power is no 
more than 0 dBm (fig. 6, [0042] to [0046]). 

Regarding claim 5, the combination of Gilkes et al. and Shin et al. disclose all the 
limitation in claim 1. Further, Gilkes et al. disclose a system wherein said relatively low 
threshold level is no more than -85 dBm (fig. 6, [0042] to [0046]). 

Regarding claim 6, the combination of Gilkes et al. and Shin et al. disclose all the 
limitation in claim 1. Further, Gilkes et al. disclose a system wherein said relatively high 
threshold level is no less than -65 dBm (fig. 6, [0042] to [0046]). 

Regarding claim 7, the combination of Gilkes et al. and Shin et al. disclose all the 
limitation in claim 1. Further, Gilkes et al. disclose a system wherein said means) for 
transmitting said first and second signals transmit said first and second signals at different times 
([0029])). 

Regarding claim 8, the combination of Gilkes et al. and Shin et al. disclose all the 
limitation in claim 1. Further, Gilkes et al. disclose a system which is a wireless local area 
network ([0025]). 

Regarding claim 9, the combination of Gilkes et al. and Shin et al. disclose all the 
limitation in claim 1 . Further, Gilkes et al. disclose a system wherein said means for transmitting 
said first signal is an access point ([0003] and [0025]). 

Regarding claim 10, the combination of Gilkes et al. and Shin et al. disclose all the 
limitation in claim 1 . Further, Gilkes et al. disclose a system wherein said means for transmitting 
said second signal is an access point ([0003] and [0025]). 
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Regarding claim 11, the combination of Gilkes et al. and Shin et al. disclose all the 
limitation in claim 1. Further, Gilkes et al. disclose a system wherein said means for receiving 
said first signal is a mobile unit ([0003] and [0025]). 

Regarding claim 12, the combination of Buchner and Hasegawa disclose all the limitation 
in claim 8. Further, Hasegawa discloses a system wherein said means (4) for receiving said 
second signal (24.sub.2) is a mobile unit (col. 5, lines 49-59). 

Regarding claim 13, the combination of Gilkes et al. and Shin et al. disclose all the 
limitation in claim 1. Further, Gilkes et al. disclose a system wherein said means for transmitting 
said first signal is a mobile unit ([0003] and [0025]). 

Regarding claim 14, the combination of Gilkes et al. and Shin et al. disclose all the 
limitation in claim 1. Further, Gilkes et al. disclose a system wherein said means for transmitting 
said second signal is a mobile unit ([0003] and [0025]). 

Regarding claim 15, the combination of Gilkes et al. and Shin et al. disclose all the 
limitation in claim 1. Further, Gilkes et al. disclose a system wherein said means for receiving 
said first signal is an access point ([0003] and [0025]). 

Regarding claim 16, the combination of Gilkes et al. and Shin et al. disclose all the 
limitation in claim 1. Further, Gilkes et al. disclose a system wherein said means for receiving 
said second signal is an access point. 

Regarding claim 18, this claim is rejected for the same reason as set forth in claim 1. 

Regarding claim 19, the combination of Gilkes et al. and Shin et al. disclose all the 
limitation in claim 1 . Further, Gilkes et al. disclose discloses an access point configured for use 
in the system according to claim 1 ([0003] and [0025]). 
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Conclusion 



4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Dai A Phuong whose telephone number is 571-272-7896. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday to Friday, 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Eng George can be reached on 571-272-7495. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Dai Phuong 

AU: 2617 

Date: 05-25-2006 
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